consumer register 


Plastic food wrapping 


June 9 is deadline for comments on Food and Drug Admin- 
istration’s (FDA) proposal to lower the amount of acrylonitrile 
(a kind of plastic) that may migrate—or be leached—into foods 
that are wrapped in the plastic. 


This plastic has been used for 30 years in food containers 
and wraps, such as margarine tubs, lunch meat “blister packs,” 
vegetable oil bottles and—more recently—beverage bottles. 


FDA is presently restricting the maximum migration level 
to 300 parts of acrylonitrile per billion parts of the food prod- 
uct. However, recent studies showed that the plastic could 
cause birth defects in animals that were fed very high doses of 
acrylonitrile. A later study showed that when the test animals 
were fed large amounts of the plastic their weight was signifi- 
cantly lowered and they had growths in the ear ducts and le- 
sions in the central nervous system. 


Because of these findings, FDA is proposing to reduce the 
amount of acrylonitrile that may migrate into food to 50 parts 
per billion. FDA does not at this time believe the use of ac- 
rylonitrile should be prohibited because “the amount. . .to 
which a consumer might be exposed from normal consumption 
of margarine or vegetable oil would be extremely small when 
compared to soft drinks or fruit juice,” which may still be bot- 
tled in acrylonitrile because of a court delay of FDA’s ban of 
the containers [see “Plastic bottles” below]. 


Details—Federal Register: March 11, page 13562. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Food and Drug Administration, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. For further information, 
contact John J. McAuliffe; phone 202-472-5690. 


Plastic bottles 


On March 7, Food and Drug Administration (FDA) an- 
nounced a ban on beverage containers made from acrylonitrile 
because it said the chemical “migrated” into the Coca-Cola and 
fruit juices that were bottled in the plastic containers. 


The ban was scheduled to take effect March 11, but on 
March 7, Monsanto Corp.—which made the plastic bottles used 
for the Coca-Cola—asked a Federal court to delay the ban. The 
court ordered the delay on March 11, and as a result, the plas- 
tic bottles may continue to be used until the court hears the 
merits of the Monsanto motion. 


Details—Federal Register: March 15, page 14095; March 11, 
page 13546. 


Corrective advertising 


April 11 is deadline for comments on a petition Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) has received, asking it to adopt a 
rule or policy statement about corrective advertising. 


Petitioners, the Institute for Public Interest Representa- 
tion of Georgetown University Law Center, asked that correc- 
tive advertising be required whenever an advertiser makes a 
claim (over a period of from 6 months to more than a year— 
depending on the circumstances concerning health, safety or 
nutrition that FTC finds to be false or misleading. 


Here is an example of “corrective advertising”: FTC has 
for the first time ordered an advertiser to counteract its pre- 
vious advertising claims about a product. It told Warner- 
Lambert Co., the manufacturer of Listerine mouth wash, to 
correct its claims about Listerine’s cold-preventing properties 
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and said the company would have to use the following language 
in its future advertising: “Contrary to prior advertising, Lis- 
terine will not prevent colds or lessen their severity.” (The 
company has appealed the ruling, and the case is pending, 
which means the corrective advertising has still not appeared.) 


Petitioners maintain that FTC no longer needs to prove in 
each case that consumers tend to believe advertising claims 
and that many of them will continue to hold false beliefs even if 
advertising of the false claims ends. If the petitioners’ request 
is adopted, the corrective advertising would be required as 
soon as FTC decides the advertising is false or misleading. 


Before FTC considers the merits of the petition or pro- 
poses a rule on corrective action, it would like to receive com- 
ments on questions such as: 


@ Why should FTC limit requirements for corrective ad- 
vertising to health, safety and nutrition claims? 


© Is there evidence that consumers themselves are unable 
to figure out if claims are true or false? 


e Is there evidence false health, safety and nutrition 
claims cause physical injury to consumers? If so, to what ex- 
tent? 


® Would false claims be significantly deterred if corrective 
advertising were required? 


© How long and how often should advertisers be required 
to publicize their correction? 


Details—Federal Register: March 7, page 12924. Send com- 
ments to Assistant Director for National Advertising, Bureau 
of Consumer Protection, Federal Trade Commission, Wash- 
ington, DC 20580. Copies of the actual petition may be ob- 
tained by writing to the Division of National Advertising at the 
above address. 


NOTE: Under the Magnuson-Moss Warranty-Federal Trade 
Commission Improvement Act, FTC is permitted to pay the 
expenses of consumer groups (and certain others) who partici- 
pate in FTC procedures. There are certain criteria to be met, 
however [CONSUMER NEws: Sept. 1, 1976]. For additional in- 
formation, write to Bureau of Consumer Protection, Federal 
Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20580. 


Spare tires 


National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) has amended its tire standards to permit the Fires- 
tone Tire and Rubber Co. to make a new “temporary use” 
spare tire for passenger cars that is smaller than conventional 
tires—about the size of a motorcycle tire—and weighs about 
half as much as a regular tire. 


Purpose of using the new tire is to provide more trunk 
space and reduce the car’s weight, thus conserving fuel. 


The new tire, which should be ready for the 1978 model 
year cars, will have a higher inflation pressure and a shorter 
treadwear life (about 3218 kilometers—2000 miles) than reg- 
ular tires. 

Initial production will be for the new model cars only. 

NHTSA says the tire will be particularly useful for small 
cars, where space is at a premium, but that sizes would be 
available for larger cars also. 

The new regulations also permit the manufacture of a new 
series of tires having load ratings and inflation pressures ex- 
pressed in metric units—with US translations. 


Details—Federal Register: March 7, page 12869. 











Advisory committees—CPSC 


April 15 is deadline for persons to apply for membership on 
3 of Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC) advis- 
ory committees. The vacancies, which will occur in June 1977, 
will be on the Product Safety Advisory Council, the National 
Advisory Committee for the Flammable Fabrics Act and the 
Technical Advisory Committee on Poison Prevention Packaging. 



























In the consumer category, the advisory committees have 
the following vacancies: Product Safety (3); Flammable Fab- 
rics (5); and Poison Prevention Packaging (5). Other vacancies 
will be filled by industry representatives. 























Although applications are due by April 15, interested per- 
sons are urged to contact CPSC directly about applying and 
should send their applications to the address listed below even 
though they may be a little late. 

















Forms are available from CPSC—again, at the address 
listed below. However, in the interest of saving time, here is a 
summary of the information contained in the application form: 




















@ Name of advisory commission for which application is 
submitted. 














e Name, address, date of birth, telephone number and 
employment affiliation of applicant. 











e Kind of consulting work done, if any. 









© Kind of consumer, public interest or community service 
group applicant is involved in. 











@ Experience/expertise related to product safety gener- 
ally. 











@ Kind of contribution applicant believes he/she can make. 











e Signature of person making nomination if application is 
submitted by other than the applicant. 








Members would be expected to attend about 4 2-day ses- 
sions a year in Washington, DC, and travel expenses would be 
reimbursable. 




























20207; telephone 202-634-7700. ) 









available in libraries. 





(Details—Federal Register: March 8, page 13042. Send 
comments to Committee Management Officer, Office of the Sec- 
retary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, DC 
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Food for human consumption 


Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has reorganized 
its regulations dealing with human food consumption, and has 
published them in a document (identified below) that has a 
significantly different numbering system than that of the Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR)—which is in the process of being 
revised. 






Regulations are contained in the Federal Register for 
March 15, part 5. Copies are available by sending 75¢ to the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC 20402. Be sure to ask for Part 5. 


Tax returns 


May 16 is deadline for comments on Internal Revenue 
Service’s (IRS) request for suggestions on how to simplify next 
year’s tax forms and accompanying instructions. 


Because many consumers have just filled out their returns, 
they should be in a good position to report any difficulties they 
may have had in completing the forms. Were the instructions or 
questions on the forms confusing? If so, in what way? How could 
they be improved? IRS needs answers to these and other ques- 
tions. 






Since the Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) analyzes 
consumer-oriented proposals and sends comments to the re- 
questing agencies, it would like—in this particular case—to re- 
ceive consumer comments directly. (Of course, consumers are 
still free to comment to IRS at the address listed in “Details,” 
below.) The comments OCA receives from consumers and others 


will be summarized and transmitted to IRS with OCA’s com- 
ments. 


Please send comments on tax forms as quickly as possible to 
Office of Consumer Affairs, Office of the General Counsel, Room 
3319, HEW North Bldg., Washington, DC 20201. 


Details—Federal Register: March 15, page 14189. If comments 
are not sent to OCA, they may be sent to Tax Forms Coordinat- 


ing Committee, Internal Revenue Service, Washington, DC 
20224. 

























For you 


These forms are for you to 
use, if you wish, in commenting 
on any Federal Agency pro- 
posal summarized in CON- 
SUMER REGISTER. Of course, if 
you cannot get your comments 
on the front and back of a form, 
feel free to continue your com- 
ments on additional paper. 

Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 

CONSUMER NEWS is pub- 
lishing these forms in coopera- 
tion with Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA). 


Rate Register 





Buses 


e Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission (ICC) has approved a 13% 
bus fare increase for the nation’s bus 
companies. 

However, at CONSUMER NEWS 
deadline, the Justice Dept. had filed 
an appeal asking ICC to suspend the 
fare boost for least 2 months, noting 
that intercity buses are an important 
mode of transportation for poor, el- 
derly and young people. 


If ICC’s decision is upheld, a 6% 
increase will take effect March 25 and 
an additional 7% increase on May 15. 


Planes 


e Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) has approved a one-year trial 
of American Airlines’ proposed 
“Super Saver” discount fares be- 
tween New York and California. 

Under the new rates, a round 
trip fare between New York and Los 
Angeles or San Francisco will cost 
$227 on Tuesday through Thursday, 
$247 on Monday and Friday and $268 
on weekends, compared with a reg- 
ular fare of $412. Tickets must be 
purchased 30 days in advance, with a 
minimum stay of 7 days and a 
maximum of 45 days. The fares take 
effect April 24. 


@ United Airlines has filed an ap- 
plication with the Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) for an additional 2% in- 
crease in domestic fares to go into ef- 
fect on May 15. 

United is also seeking CAB ap- 
proval for an approximate 2% boost in 
fares on flights linking Los Angeles 
and San Francisco with Vancouver, 


(Continued next page) 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 









This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 







by (name of agency) 





published in Federal Register on (date) — on (page) _ 













































Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 





This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 






by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) _ _on (page) ss 






















































Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 














This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 


by (name of agency) 





published in Federal Register on (date) _on (page) 
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British Columbia to go into effect to- 
day. 


e Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) has approved air-fare in- 
creases on routes linking the US with 
Caribbean points and Central and 
South America. 

Increases ranging from 3% to 
17% were approved for all types of 
travel between the US and Central 
and South America, and for first class 
accommodations on US-Caribbean 
routes. A proposed request for 4% 
boosts for economy fares was denied. 

The higher fares take effect April 
15 on Caribbean routes and May 1 for 
Central and South America. 





e Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) proposes to amend the One- 
stop-inclusive Tour Charter (OTC) 
rule that requires participants to 
purchase their tours at least 15 days 
before departure for North American 
OTCs and least 30 days before depar- 
ture for all others. Tour operators are 
also required to file a passenger list 
on or before the end of the advance 
purchase period and no new partici- 
pants may sign up for an OTC after 
the advance purchase period has 
ended. 

Charter Travel Corporation and 
Nationwide Leisure Corporation filed 
separate petitions requesting CAB to 
permit OTC operators to find a lim- 
ited number of substitutes or sell a 
limited number of additional seats 
(fill-ups) after the advance purchase 
period ends. 

The new rule, if adopted by CAB, 
would permit substitutions for tour 
participants named on the filed list. 
These substitutions could be made 
any time before departure, when the 
tour participant for whom a new par- 
ticipant is substituted receives a full 
refund of all monies paid to the tour 
operator with respect to the charter, 
except that the tour operator may re- 
serve the right to retain an adminis- 
trative fee of not more than $25 for 
making the substitution and the total 
number of substitutes must not ex- 
ceed 15% of the number of seats con- 
tracted for. Details—Federal Regis- 
ter: Mar. 2, page 12066. Send com- 
ments before April 18 to Docket Sec- 
tion, Civil Aeronautics Board, Wash- 
ington, DC 20428. 


Milk 


e Agriculture Dept. Secretary 
Bob Bergland announced that effec- 
tive today, milk-price supports for 
manufacturing grade milk used for 
butter, cheese and nonfat dry milk 
will be raised about 6 cents a gallon. 

Consumers can expect to pay 
from 6 to 8 cents more for a gallon of 
fluid milk, about 10 cents more for a 
pound of butter and more than 5 cents 
a pound for cheese and nonfat dry 
milk. 











